Case Study: Darwin Centre 2, Natural History Museum

Museum

The building concept is beguilingly literal — a
cocoon within a glass box - a box that is eight
storeys high and 110m long. The aim of the
scheme was to provide specimen storage and
research facilities combined with public access
to interactive exhibits and observation points for
viewing research staff using the new scientific
spaces.

The Darwin Centre 2 building has been grafted
onto the original museum, sharing the existing
main entrance in Cromwell Road and another
in Exhibition Road as well as providing a new
fully accessible entrance from Queens Gate.
Darwin Centre 2 is connected to the museum
via the main existing Grade | listed Waterhouse
Building, the Darwin Centre 1 building and the Darwin Centre 2, Natural History Museum
Whale Hall.

One of the key features is the main public
circulation route within the Cocoon. The
Exhibition follows a gently sloping downward
journey with regular stopping points en-route.
The stopping points are set to one side of the
gradient allowing the slope to be continuous,
thus easier on the eye and simple to build, while
still providing necessary resting places. These
rest points provide locations for viewing of the
specimens, display of facts and figures and, on
occasion, discussion with scientists.

Project Details:

Location London

Completion 2010

Architects C.F. Mgller Architects / Manley
Clients Natural History Museum
Awards Civic Trust Award 2011
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